Roman Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart
720 Merrick Ave
North Merrick, NY 11566
Phone: 516-379-1356
1The Heart of Jesus in North Merrick

March 8, 2026 — Third Sunday of Lent
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Parish Center 516-379-1356

Parish Center Hours:
Mon.—Fri. 9am—12pm & 1pm—4pm
(June/July/ August: Friday 9am—12pm)

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Stephen Brigandi, Pastor
Rev. Joseph Scolaro, Weekend Assistant

MEE S S LTS Mrs. Mary Katz—Parish Business Manager

Mrs. Janet Muller—Parish Receptionist

Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry Mr. Matthew O’Brien—Maintenance Director

Mrs. Ann Heverin

Outreach Office: 516-379-6123 St. Vincent de Paul Society: 516-379-1376
Monday —Thursday 10am-1:00pm SVDP@sacredheartnm.org
parishoutreach@sacredheartnm.org Parish Website:

Sacredheartnm.org

Pastoral Associate
Faith Formation Coordinator
Miss Carol Tannehill ctannehillshc@gmail.com

Director of Liturgical Music
Mrs. Jeanne Nunez musiccoordinator@sacredheartnm.org

Adult Christian Initiation
If you are interested in exploring the Catholic faith or completing your initiation
into the Church please call the Parish Center.

"Hol

= 1 Infant Baptism Preparation If you wish to arrange a baptism at

\2 Baptlsm Sacred Heart Church, please contact the Parish Center at

— 516-379-1356 ext.10. One of our baptism coordinators will be happy to
arrange a time to meet with you. Ideally, both Godparents should be practicing Catholics. We will
review the procedures for the sacrament and you will be able to fill out all the necessary paperwork.
Baptisms are held on the first and third Sunday of each month at 2pm. First time parents need to
attend a baptism class. They are held on the last Monday of each month in the Parish Center at
7:30pdm. Crying babies welcome! Godparents are encouraged but not required to
attend.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

Sacrament of Matrimony Please contact the Parish Center at least one
year in advance of the intended date of the wedding. A priest or deacon of the
parish will interview you, set the wedding date and help you register for the
required marriage preparation program. Marriage Preparation is held in the
parish three times a year. Please contact Deacon John:
DeaconJohn@sacredheartnm.org for dates and times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation A priest is available each Saturday at
4:00PM in the church. Please don't hesitate to call a priest at the Parish Center
for an appointment for Confession at ~ another time. uu ARE

Sacraments for the Homebound If you or a family member are not FUR |VEN
able to attend Mass and would like to receive the Sacraments of Communion,

Reconciliation and/or Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Center. l

Eucharistic Adoration Wednesday, 12pm-4pm
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Mass Intentions'

Monday, March 9, 2026
9AM Donald S. Collins

Tuesday, March 10, 2026
9AM John Nagel

Wednesday, March 11, 2026
9AM Nydia Aponte

Thursday, March 12, 2026
9AM Debbie Ryan

Friday, March 13, 2026
9AM Deacon John Heverin

Saturday, March 14, 2026

5PM Edward Kennedy
Steve Melley
Franco S. Vanderka

Sunday, March 15, 2026
8AM Thomas Terry
10AM Dolores DeVito
12PM Fern Spinosa

5PM Parishioners of Sacred Heart

—
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In our thoughts and prayers.

Brenda Andujar
Taylor Agurto
Milan Baranek,
Kerri Bennett
Rich Best
Rafael Bosch
Victoria Bosch
Joanne Brazenor

John Brennan

Richard Bustamante

Elizabeth Campbell
Stan Cadet
Matthew Cavanagh
Joan Cavanagh
Gloria Chirico
Carmine Colasanto
Ralph Conetta
Alexandra Dazzo
Baby Kaylee

Lisa DelCampo
Eddie DelCampo
Yolanda DeLustro
Melvin Douglas
Matthew Dwyer
Helen Dresner
Derrick Edwin
Gloria Hannifin
Carl Hetzel

Alex Hubiera
Phyllis Hughes
Phil Lattanzio

Justin Maciorowski
Ginger Marzano
Murray Family
Jack Palamaro
Peter Palamaro, Ir.
Matthew Pastolero
FEileen Pio

Carl & Joanna Pope
Tara C. Rebhan
Vincenza Rini

Tess Rivera
Michael Ryan
Benmny Sarnelli
Elizabeth Sheehan Bourke
Julian Sherman
Randall Sinz
Madeline Soregaroli
Mary Sweeney
MaryJane Steinberg
Paul Stern

Cathy Turbek,
Robbie Urban
Christopher Vaccacio
Anthony Villarreal
Mariah Villarreal
Aidan Walden
Kewnneth White
Christine Weigand
John Witzenbocker
Robert Ziminski

Prayers for the Sick

In an effort to make sure parishioners who are ill are

properly prayed for we would like to keep our Sick

List as up to date as possible. Names will remain for

one full month, but will be removed at the end of

every month, unless there is a request by the family

to extend the prayers for the following month.
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Prayer Shawl

Miioy — The Prayer Shawl Ministry
4. will meet on the following
‘ dates at 2pm in the
Parish Center:

March 25th
April 29th
May 27th
June 24th

Let us remember all our
parishioners who have been called
home to our loving God.

WEEKLY COLLECTION
INFORMATION

February 22, 2026

Attendance 1076
Envelopes 360
Collection $15,487.00
Online Giving $1061.15
YTD $459,524.66

March 1, 2026

Attendance 1352
Envelopes 375
Collection $16,075.00
Online Giving $956.16
YTD $476,555.82

Thank you for your generosity.

-|m Anointing of the Sick
Friday, April 10, 2026

First Saturday Mass
9am, April 11, 2026
Rosary at 8:30am

Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament
Wednesday’s 12pm-4pm

R0
i
2 N

OVER 50 CLUB

The next meeting will beheld on Tuesday,
March 17, 2026, at 1:30pm in the school
cafeteria.

We will be collecting the remaining balance
for our Sights and Sounds overnight trip on
April 16/17.

There are seats available if any of our
parishioners would like to join us. Just call
Mary @ 516-378-1335 for further
information.

If you have never been to Sights and
Sounds Theater you're in for a real treat.

Their shows are fantastic! Please don
t hesitate to call.
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PARISHIONERS IN
THE ARMED
FORCES

Sacred Heart Parish salutes and
commends to prayer:

Captain Dennis Tariche, US Army, Germany
Lt. Jack Tariche USMC, Okinawa
Sgt. Richard DeTommaso, U.S. Army, Korea
PFC Kendrick McCann, U.S. Army, Korea
Sgt. First Class Lee Ann Gouveia, U.S. Army
L CPL Anthony Rusciano, U.S.M.C.
L CPL Troy Grassi, U.S.M.C., Iraq
SSgt. Edgar C. Francisco, U.S.M.C.
Col. James K. Lavine, U.S.M.C.
Lt. Col. Timothy W. Schnelle, U.S.M.C.
Pvt. Andrew Reynolds, U.S. Army
3rd CS P.O. Joseph La Form, U.S. Navy
L CPL Kevin P. Vaughan, U.S.M.C.
Lt. Colonel Christopher Darconte,
U.S. Air Force
U.S.M.C. Deployed Aircraft Carrier Iwo Jima
Sgt. Brandon Furia, U.S.M.C.
PFC Matthew Macario, U.S. Army,
Afghanistan
Lt. James Corino, Army
Lt. Commander William H. Mohr, Navy
Amn. Ist Class Daniel Gilroy, U.S.A.F.
Lt. Daniel T. Lopez, U.S. Air Force
Lt. Michael Napolitano U.S. Navy
John Devoti Lt. Col. U.S.M.C.
2nd Lieutenant Jordan Paladino- US Army
L CPL Frank DeTrano, U.S.M.C.

Prayer For The Safety of Our

Service Men & Women
Almighty and Eternal God, protect these
men and women as they discharge their
duties. Protect them with the shield of
your strength and keep them safe from all
evil and harm. May the power of your
love enable them to return home in safety
to all who love them. May they ever
praise you for your loving care. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sacred Heart
Purgatorial Society

Marianne Collins, Patricia A. Bove, Caroline & Francis
Cacossa, Margaret E. Riordan, Joan Fisk, Everett
Corum, Jr, James J. Stasi, Maureen & Robert Murphy,
Ellen C. Rafter, Donald J. Johnson, Eileen Clarke,
Dolores Kulich, Vera Farrell, Jennie & Christopher
Maniscalco, William G. Mohr, Shaun Hughes, Edward
Walsh & Family, Frances Forgione, Lillian Milana,
Randall Cordero, Edward Hesse, Regina Platt, James
Artura, Edward A. Kennedy, Carolyn McDonough,
Carmel L. Carleo, Raymond P. Carleo, James G. Dwyer,
James P. Soldo, Robert Tom Riordan, Henry Darnaud,
Stephen J. Brigandi, Sr., Ryan Palma, John Fitzpatrick,
Amesse Furchak, Richard Brazenor, Joseph & Dora
Accurso, Mary & Frank Gandini, Pat Darienzo, Jr., Tom
and Mary Carroll, Brother Hugh Patrick Turley, FMS,
Michelle Palma Furchak, Charlotte & Joe Francomano,
John Hursala, Mae & John Dugo, Ann Kelly, Margaret,
Joseph, Jack & Catherine Eschmann, Kay Alida
Eschmann, Richard Eschmann, Joseph Sommer,
Charles Vaccaro, Epifania Napit, Nancy DeStefano,
Lester Smith, Camille and George Pashalides, Patrick
M. Darienzo, Thomas J. Maloney, Jack Faust, Theresa
Reilly Fred J. Cardinale, Thomas McLoone, Joseph
Massaro, Daniel Contartesi, Catherine Contartesi,
Teresa & Joseph Sullivan, Helen & Joseph Tatarka,
Fred & Theresa Peruggia, Josephine and Leo Scotto,
Andy Marincsak, Cecelia & Albert Bardwil, Virginia
Marquardt, Michael & Philomena, Peruggia Ronald
Gandini, Edward J. Lunden, Elizabeth & John
Chambers, Ann & Steve Petroglia, Frank, Eleanor &
Jimmy Gill, Jerry Catalano, Sr. Marie Vianney
Gallagher, Ida Guadagno, Catherine Darienzo Clare &
Walter Shorak, Sr. Adeline Haig, Ginesia Reale,
John D. Maxworthy, Patricia Grecco, Larry Gray, Jim
Artura, Jim Vaccacio, Anne Rogan ,

Rev. Joseph D’Angelo, Rosemarie Pergolizzi,
Antonio Rosselli, Sal Napolitano, Joe & Charlotte
Francomano, Thomas Gallagher, Emma Gallagher,
Mary Jane Palma, Brian Anthony Tavoulareas,
Anna Carotenuto,, Lucy DeRose, Sheila Hackett Alma
Boursiquot, Joan Kennedy, Edward Kennedy,
Marie Faust, Louis Joseph Blanchard
Charlotte & Joe Francomano, Daniel Rogan,
Deacon John Heverin

Pope’s Prayer Intention: March
For disarmament and peace
Let us pray that nations move toward
effective disarmament, particularly nu-
clear disarmament, and that world lead-
ers choose the path of dialogue and di-
plomacy instead of violence.
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Knights of Columbus
Father Jeremiah J. Reilly Council #6561
720 Merrick Averme
Memdk, NY 11566
Frederick "skop” Luberto: Grond Knight
Kevin Agoplin: Depuacy Crrand Knight

Richard Mazon: Chancellos
Malkew Dwyer: Warden

The Jerry Catalang Stock Market Sweep®

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Here is a chance to participate in a fundraiser for our Council while able to win
money at the same time. Each ticket costs $10,00 which are individually
numbered 000-999, For example, 1 the Dow Jones on Murch 2151 ends al
123456, ticket 436 is the winner for that week. This will repeat for 26 weeks.
Look tor the Dow Joncs closing amount ¢ach Friday atternoon (After 4:00 PM)
on the news, in Salurday's Newspaper, online, on stock apps, ete.

Fach Ticket Number is valid for 26 weeks starting Friday, March 6, 2026 thri
Friday, Aupust 28, 2026, The cast iv anly $0.38 per week.

A weekly prize of $100.00 will be awarded to the ticket number corresponding
lo the lasl three digils of the closing amount of the Dow Jones Industrial Stock
Average for each Friday. You will be notified if you are a winner via the phone
number provided on your returm stub. There is no Limit to how many wecks cach
ticket can win. Also, no limit to the number of tickets you can purchase.

For tichets please contact Low Otarola at Y16-375- 1581 and Fwill arrange to
et the fickety to pon ASAP. Please Make Checliy Payable to:
Fr. Jeremiah J. Reflly Council #6567

"Thank You for ¥Your Supporl and Good Luck."
All ticket sales are retroactive back to week one.

Fraiernally,
Lou Otarola, PGK
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Our Parish Stations of the Cross are now at 4pm each Friday of
Lent. As in recent years, a different parish ministry will
coordinate them each week.

March 13th - Lectors/Eucharistic Ministers
March 20th - Pro-Life Ministry/Rosary/Catholic Daughters
March 27th - Altar Servers

If you or someone you
know needs
assistance, please call
516-379-1376

or email . Our PB&J group is seeking new
members. sandwiches are made Tuesday
mornings after the 9am Mass.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says: “My
food is to do the will of the one
who sent me and to finish his

work.”
Through your almsgiving you are Donations of peanut butter, jelly and
doing the will of the Father and bread are always appreciated.

finishing the work of Jesus.

ROSARY SOCIETY
The next meeting is Monday, March 9, 2026, at 3pm in room 108 in the school. Please use
the Faith Formation entrance.

Join us for refreshments and praying the Rosary for all who are suffering and homeless and
those who have been called home to God. Hope to see you there.
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Lent: A Time For Giving
This year Sacred Heart invites all our children to participate in our
Lenten Activity: KIDS HELPING KIDS Each week during Lent we are
asking the children to bring an item to be donated to Parish Outreach.
These ‘kid friendly’ items are a great way for families to talk about how
even the youngest parishioners can make a difference to someone in need.
Week 3 (March 8th): cookies
Week 4 (March 15th): pancake mix/syrup
Week s (March 22nd): chips/snacks
Week 6 (March 249th) Easter basket treats

Please put your donations in the purple boxes each week when

you come to Mass.

WA

LA
\>\' ‘&, ’
2\

+++++ -+ HHPro-Life News +++++++ 4+ 4+

' < “Euthanasia and assisted suicide are a defeat for all. We are called never to
“ - e abandon those who are suffering. .7\£efver give up éut caring and loving to re-
U A store hope.” Pope Francis.

- 4
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Did you KNOW ? vou can use your IRA to make a meaningful gift to our
Church and potentially lower your taxes!

What is a Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD)?
A direct transfer of funds from your IRA to a qualified charity (like usl).
Available to those age 70%: or older.

Key Benefits:
Counts Toward RMD: Satisfies your Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD) for the year.

Reduces Taxable Income: Lowers your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI).
No Itemizing Needed: You don't need to itemize deductions to benefit.

Tax-Free: The gift is tax-free for you.

Quick Facts for 2026:
Limit: Up to $111,000 per person.

Deadline: December 31st.

Must go directly from your IRA custodian to the charity.
How to Give via QCD:
Contact Your IRA Custodian: Ask them to send the funds directly to your
parish or Diocese and mention it's for a QCD.

We can help! If you need our EIN or have questions, contact Barbara
Kilarjian at 516-678-5800 ext. 257 or email her at bkilarjian@drvc_org.
info.
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Wednesday, March 25th

at 7pm
Prepare for the
Prepare for Holy Week
with Adoration.
This will take the place
of the
12pm-4pm Exposition.

fore

Join us at this time of Eucharistic Revival in our
Church for a night of adoration, praise and worship,
prayer, and reflection as we draw near to the
holiest days of the year!

Let’s Chopped meat
Restock the Chicken

% Canned tuna
d 0 0 D Cereal
Butter

) Instant coffee
ANTRY

Toilet paper
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At Ocean Financial, our members’
financial well-being is at the heart
of everything we do!

= » Ocean Financial
K Federal Credit Union

Catholic Values You Can Bank On®

SpeakwithaMember Contact  516.620.8100 « OceanFinancial.org
Oceanside Branch | Seaford Branch
Representative today tolearn  ZeSRan S avamue 4050 Merrick Road
more abouthow we can help you. Oceanside, NY 11572 | Seaford, NY 11783
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*PRESCRIPTON DRUG PLANS

MEDICARE INSURANCE SPECIALIST
HERE TO MEET YOUR NEEDS

Richard S. Ellwood
516-297-8536

Richard@livingwellsolutionsinc.com

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American
Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic
Family Bible.

Burdened by
High Taxes?

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $79.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.

200 Dale Street * W. Babylon, NY 11704
iEnclosed please find check/money order for §
iof

ipost paid to:
iName
iAddress

to cover the cost
(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped

Celebrating

Celebrating 200 Years
of Excellence
Catholic Schools in
New York State
Teachers are invited to call the
Diocese of Rockville Centre
Education Department
(516) 678-5800
for anticipated openings
and application information
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-

ATLANTIC

NURSERY - GARDEN SHOP - LANDSCAPING

www.atlanticnursery.com
250 Atlantic Avenue, Freeport
(516)378-7357

iCity State Zip

N.Y.S. Licensed (516) 238-1251
THE LEADER IN PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION patrICK Vltale LCSW R ACSW
5 Avply online at mptrg.com/bulletins lNDlVlDUA]. COUP].E & FI-\MILY THERAPY
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&E Hablamos Espafiol SUITE 27 SUITE 130
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= | ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11570

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT «
At HOME or AWAY

MERRICK, NY 11566

3 {M; ,

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American Bible
Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record section and
Burgundy padded cover with goid-gided page edges.

Only $79.99 post paid

* GPS ¢ Fall Alert « 24/7+ 365 Monitoring
Ambulance ¢ Police ¢ Fire « Family/Friends

14 MDMedAlert"“

;
As Low As $1 9 Imonth

C/ O The Church Bulletin, Inc.

200 Dale Street » W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for §

bost paid to:
Name

to cover the cost off

(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped The care you deserve’

No Contract - No Fees - E-Z Setup - md-medalert.com GALL 800 867 7250

Address
City

in the place you love

Charles Gambino
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
N C:631.965.6269
216 A Main St. Port Jefferson, NY

charlesgambinoe@frontline-realty.com

@ FRONTLINE REALTY
OnelKey [E @_
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4 Catholic Health

Care at Home

chsli.org/care-at-home

*E'emler Blntlng

*.' of Long Island

* Wedding Books
* Save the Dates

e Invitations

¢ Envelopes

* Thank You Cards

* Color Flyers

* Birth Announcements
* Brochures

e Christmas Cards

631-213-2128

premierprintingli@egmail.com

Call or email
us for a free
quote today!
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& Cr emation \I ’ gt 603 Wantagh Avenue 2515 N Jerusalem Road

Wantagh, NY 11793 East Meadow, NY 11554
(516) 731-5550 (516) 826-1010
] OsheaFuneral.com

N/ TIE 7
VA9, ne.
2039 Merrick Avenue, Merrick, NY 1156¢
Danford S. Baxter, Thaddeus W. Baxter & Wayne C. B
B —— Joseph E. Camolli, Manager  516-378-03(

A Family Owned Funeral Home Tailoring Our Services to Meet Your Family Traditions.

Ruela Law Firm, PLL

A compassionate approach to Elder Law

350 Old Country Road Suite 101
Garden City , NY 11530

516-741 -9444
www.RuelalLaw.com

7

2 Ricardo
PAT DOLAN PLUMBING S Mercado
4 Brooklyn Avenue . Agency Owner
Massapequa, NY 11758 1393 Jerusalem Ave, Merrick
oo Ao e 516-385-5900

SeEicREpaticlaTplamuingIeon Hablamos Espanol/ Parlo Italiano

Largest Chapel Room in Area SARRE CONTRACTING CO.

Charles Baldassarre- 516-783-1189
Cell 516-729-3781

Parishioners Estate & Medicaid Planning Clair . Masonry » Sidewalks Patios *Driveway
receive a Medicaid Applications rholomen @ o Jn ¢ All Repairs big & small «Waterproofing
30-minute free o : ’ ‘ Clean outs -yard, basments, attic
; Probate & Estate Administration 3 yard, basments, ¢
consultation FUNERAL HOME Inc. & Ins. +40 Years in Bussiness

Guardianships * Special Needs Planning

Family to Family Service Since 1914
Todd W Althenn, licensed Funeral Director .
& Pre-need Specialist <==
302 S. Bedford Avenue, Bellmore, N.Y. 11710
Tel: (516) 785-0225 Fax: (516) 785-5406
www.csbartholomewandson.com n

(516) 746-0045
i lumbing.col

LEO E KEARNS, Inc.

Funeral Directors

Dr. Charles J. Puglisi
1785 Merrick Ave., Merrick, NY

N7 516-378-1551

o . 443 East Meadow Ave.

East Meadow
(Just South of Prospect Ave.)

Day or Night
794-0500

You have goals. Ours is helping you achieve them. To learn more, contact:

Thomas L. Kearns

Family Owned and Operated Since 1900 sz sy ele Sl L

Financial Professional %@% c H A R T E R 0 A K

The Original A Private Party Room 516-407-9385
Italian Restaurant (Holds 80 people) 3 : .
Café & Pizzeria 4 Rehearsal Dinners keonlon@financialguide.com
ALong Island Family « Christenings www.charteroakfinancial.com aMassMutual firm
Tradition Since 1955 « First Communions
1580 Hempstead Tpke,, East Meadow Baby Showers Insurance Representative of Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual), Springfield, MA
516.794.0190 « Wedding Showers 01111-0001, and its affiliated US Insurance companies. Local firms are sales offices of MassMutual, and are not
www.borrellisrestaurant.com 9 subsidiaries of MassMutuall or its affiliated companies. CRN202012-222789

since 1940 BELLMORE FUNERAL HOME, INC 56781-2022

Largest Chapels in Bellmore or Merrick (accomodates up to 132 seats) | Off street parking (40 spaces) | Brand new bathrooms
2340 Jerusalem Ave, North Bellmore, NY 11710 | website: bellmorefuneralhome.com
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